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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 1 (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 
QUESTION 1: CANDIDATE A 


■ Content 

Major points: 

Letter must include all the points in 

the notes. 

• Express appreciation of the place 
where the camp is held. 

• Explain that/why the work is/was 
fun the previous year (could be 
implicit). 

• Mention accommodation in tents. 

• Comment on food. 

• Explain that there was enough free 
time. 


■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Letter format, with early reference 
to why the person is writing. 

• Clear organisation of points. 

• Suitable opening and closing 
formulae. 

■ Appropriacy of register & 
format 

• Informal letter. 


■ Range 

• Language appropriate for expressing 
appreciation, explaining, 
commenting and giving information. 

■ Target reader 

• Would be informed. 


Candidate A 


ojtL MarcL 2.002. 


Dear foLh, 

kfow are you? I Lope everytLin^ is joinj well witL you. Vo you 
remember wLen you pLoned me last -time, you to/d me you heeded ajob for 
tLis summer. I've seen a advertisement in today's newspaper wLicL is about 
an International summer camp and it's about for e to ± 2 . year old children 
tLat I joined last year. 

I know at tLe be^innin^ of tLat you can tLink it's not convinient for 
you., but don't make your decision without Learin^ about it and wLat it' looks 
like. Let me tell you about tLisjob. 

first of all it's located in beautiful place in amon^s trees,just tLink 
tLat wonderful nature, brillant wLeatLer and sunshine. It's stunning place. I 
Lad a^reat time in tLat camp last summer. We Lad a tot of fun during 
working Lours. Bspecially outdoor activities, entertaintment, sports 
competitions and cLildren's jame are perfect, ^reat and fascinating. We are 
staying in tents during summer. Have you ever tried it before? It's really 
different from our Louses We Lave also enou^L free time for us to ^o 
swimming, fisLin^, walking on patLs and doing nature sports. We are not 
working at wekends. I can say tLat foods are not wonderful but We can 30 to 
town or we can cook our foods in camp kitcLen wLat we want. 

At a result of tLat if you decide to do tLisjob, please let me know as 
soon as possible, because we Lave sLort time for applying tLisjob. 

I'm looking forward to Learing from you soon 
My best wisLes, 


Examiner comments 


■ Content 

All points included with some attempt at 
expansion. 

■ Accuracy 

A number of errors, e.g. spelling, tenses and 
word order, but communication is not 
impeded. 

■ Range 

An adequate range of structure and 
vocabulary. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Adequate with some use of cohesive devices. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Appropriate friendly tone. 

■ Target reader 

Would be informed. 

■ Marks awarded 

Band 3. 
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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 1 (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 
QUESTION 1: CANDIDATE B 


■ Content 

Major points: 

Letter must include all the points in 

the notes. 

• Express appreciation of the place 
where the camp is held. 

• Explain that/why the work is/was 
fun the previous year (could be 
implicit). 

• Mention accommodation in tents. 

• Comment on food. 

• Explain that there was enough 
free time. 


■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Letter format, with early reference 
to why the person is writing. 

• Clear organisation of points. 

• Suitable opening and closing 
formulae. 

■ Appropriacy of register & 
format 

• Informal letter. 


■ Range 

• Language appropriate for expressing 
appreciation, explaining, 
commenting and giving information. 

■ Target reader 

• Would be informed. 


Candidate B 


Examiner comments 


Vear Jadj 

X Lave already told you about tLejob X did last summer in tLe International 
Camp for cLildren, do you remember? And tLis year tLey are lookinj for people 
for tLe same job so X Lave tLoujLt about you■ U/Ly don't vre do it tojetLer? 
You will work witL cLildren between e and ±Z. arid will Lelp witL tLe 
organisation of James, sports competitions and outdoor activities. TLe camp 
is situated in a wood, dose to a river Xt is sucL a beautiful place! everybody 
sleeps in tents., it is very exciting. And wLen tLe cLildren are sleeping we Lave 
tLe wLole nijLt free to jo out and Lave fun witL tLe staff. 

Xt is ajood balance between work and entertainment. U/e Lave only £ Lours' 
work a day so it jives us enoujL free time to visit tLe area and do some 
sport activities on our own. 

As well as tLe accommodation, tLe food is free. Xt is not wonderful., but it is 
not tLe most important. TLe contact witL cLildren, tLe feelinj of freedom, tLe 
sense of responsibility and tLe life in tLe nature make from tLis camp an 
unforgivable experience. 

Let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in it, but don't Lesitate 
too mucL, it is wortLl 


■ Content 

All points covered with some good 
expansion. 

■ Accuracy 

Mostly good control of language. Slight 
awkwardness in places. 

■ Range 

Good range of structure and vocabulary for 
the task. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Good. Well-developed letter. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Appropriate. 

■ Target reader 

Would be well informed. 


X am lookinj forward to Learinj from you soon 
Love, 


■ Marks awarded 

Band 4. 
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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 2 (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 
QUESTION 2: CANDIDATE C 


■ Content 

• Report should give factual 
information about what kinds of 
videos the school should buy and 
should explain why students would 
enjoy those videos. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Report should be clearly organised. 

• Sub-headings an advantage. 

• Introduction and final conclusion. 


■ Appropriacy of register & 

format 

• Register could range from neutral 
to formal, but must be consistent 
throughout. 

• Formal layout not essential. 

■ Range 

• Language appropriate to giving 
information and explaining. 

• Vocabulary relating to final 
conclusion. 


■ Target reader 

• Would be informed about what 
videos might be useful/interesting 
for students in the school. 


Candidate C 


Examiner comments 


Dear, 'Principal 

X am writing about videos which our school ^oin^ to buy the inear future. 

X have some idea about videos■ X think we should buy some historical films 
because if we buy historical films we will study a lot of history about all over 
the world also we will learn English. However, it will be quite difficult to 
understand because even if we watch such a kind of film in own lan^ua^e some 
times we can not understand clearly. Therefore it is better to buy several 
kinds of videos. 

for examplecommedy and drama films. Xt is also not very easy to 
understand but almost every students are interested in such a kind of films, 
so we can en^oy watching films and studying English. X think when we study 
something of course we have to be serious although we need some fun. Xf we 
can en]oy studying we will keep our concentrate on study something for Ion ^ 
time. Xt is a^jood thin ^ for every students. 


■ Content 

Adequate. 

■ Accuracy 

A number of errors (some repeated), but they 
do not impede communication. 

■ Range 

Limited. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Adequate. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Letter format acceptable, as there is a report 
embedded in a semi-formal letter. 

■ Target reader 

Would have a clear idea about which videos 
to buy and why. 


'Please think about my oppinion. 

X look forward to hearing from you. 


■ Marks awarded 

Band 3. 


Your Sincerely 
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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 3 (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 


QUESTION 3: CANDIDATE D 

■ Content 

■ Appropriacy of register & 

■ Target reader 

• Letter should explain why the 

format 

• Would have enough information to 

writer is a suitable person for the 

• Formal letter. 

be able to assess the writer’s 

trip and how the writer would 
benefit from the trip. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Clear presentation and organisation 

in the letter. 

• Suitable opening and closing 

formulae. 

■ Range 

• Language appropriate for giving 
information, explanation and 
personal description. 

suitability for the trip. 


Candidate D 

Examiner comments 

Dear Sir or HadomSj, 

I saw your advertisement in newspaper I am very interested in your 
advirtisement as spend tLree months on a. sailing trip around tLe world• 

■ Content 

Minimal information, e.g. no information 

about what kind of person the applicant is. 

I'm 22. year old of ages. I Lad ajob as tourist and Lave tLe qualification of 
F~irst certificate. 

■ Accuracy 

Poor. Frequent errors, some of which obscure 

meaning. 

I would like to Lave experience of meeting different countries people 

■ Range 

It is ^ ood way to learn otLer lan^qge. 

Narrow - some repetition. 

I can talk otLer countries people in En^lisL. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Poorly laid out, little cohesion. 

If I accepted to join., It would be nice for my future. 

'because I would like to §o university in England next year. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Adequate. 

'Please Do not Lesitate to contact witL me if tLere is any information if you 

■ Target reader 

wart to know. 

Would have negative impression of the 
applicant. 

I can attend an interview in tLe ary time if It is convinient to you. 

■ Marks awarded 


Band 1. 

Yours j faitLfully 
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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 4 (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 
QUESTION 4: CANDIDATE E 


■ Content 

• Composition could agree or 
disagree with the proposition, or 
discuss both sides of the argument. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Clear development of viewpoint 
with appropriate paragraphing and 
linking of ideas. 


■ Appropriacy of register & 
format 

• Neutral composition. 

■ Range 

• Language of opinion and 
information. 

• Vocabulary relevant to diet. 


■ Target reader 

• Would be able to understand the 
writer’s point of view. 


Candidate E 


Examiner comments 


Batifr^ kabits afrd its effects 

It's very tkat peopleifr ^efreraf are eatifr§ a. more ufrkealtky diet 

frowadays tLa.fr people from tkeir ^rafrdparefrts ^efreratiofr did. 

Altkou^k everybody realises tkat tkey are frot eatifr^ properly., it seems to be 
difficult to ckafr^e bad eatifrj kabits■ terkaps ofre oftke poifrts is tkat people., 
wko £rew up eatifr^ improperly., wilf probably carry ofr eatifr ^ tke same kifrd of 
food- It is also used to blame tke cofrstafrt rusk frowajdays as tke maifr 
reasofr for frot kavifr ^ a kealtky diet. 

Ifr spite of all articles j reports afrd medical advises claimifr ^ for tke 
importafrce of kavifr^ a kealtky diet, most oftke people simply i^frore tl\e 
effects tkat bad eatifr ^ brifr^s to life. 

Tke basis of a kealtky diet are tke follow!fr^: from <7 to L portiofrs of fruits afrd 
vegetables per day, a moderate ifrjestiofr of carbokidrates, wkick are foufrd ifr 
breads., cereals j pasta., biscuits afrd potatoes\ } proteifrs afrd vitamifrs from milk 
afrd its derivates as well as meat } belfry preferably recommefrded eatifr ^ fisk 
afrd ckickefr, wkick are said to be kealtkier tkafr red meat. 

'People skould accept tke fart tkat we are wkat we eat afrd } therefore, select 
wkat to eat ifr order to ifrsure a kappier, more efr]oyable afrd lofr^er life. 


■ Content 

Good - a full discussion of topic. 

■ Accuracy 

Errors mostly due to ambition - good overall 
control. 

■ Range 

Good range of vocabulary. Consistent use of 
complex sentences. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Good and clear. Good range of linking 
devices. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Very appropriate, neutral composition style. 

■ Target reader 

Would be well informed of writer’s point of 
view. 

■ Marks awarded 

Band 4. 
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PAPER 2: WRITING 

Question 5b (sample script) 


Mark scheme and sample script with examiner comments 
QUESTION 5B: CANDIDATE F 


■ Content 

• Clear reference to one character 
from the book or short story and 
description of how that character 
changed in the course of the story. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

• Clear development of ideas, with 
appropriate linking and 
paragraphing. 


■ Appropriacy of register & 
format 

• Neutral composition. 

■ Range 

• Language of description, narration 
and opinion. 


■ Target reader 

• Would be informed about which 
character changed most in the 
opinion of the candidate. 


Candidate F 


Examiner comments 


I kave read Wutkerin^ deicjkts. I kave shocked by deatkcliff role, deatkcliff 
is an opkan boy, wko Las brau^kt up by a rick, man. In kis ckildkood ke 
^rows witk Catky. Catky is tke dau^tker of tke owner of Wutkerin§ 
dei^kts (It is a castle). 

Ske is spoilt, beuty and rick <^irl wko falls in Love witk deatkcliff. After 
Catky's fatker died, deatkcliff kas to work as a servant, and Catky ckances 
ker keart by position, ske marries witk Linton, wko is an aristocratc man. 
In my opinion tkis is tke point of ckance in deatkcliff. He kas beer, kumilled. 
Ever, tkau^k ke loves Catky more tkan anytkin ig else, ke transforms kis live 
in a revenue kistory against ker. de makes everytkin^ for jetting ker love 
again, ke becomes furious, cruel’, sad and mad of love. 

Consecuently, dow can ckange a person witkout loved deatkcliff kas been 
ckanged by social class differents tkat existed in tke eigkteetk century. Tkis 
book is very good written, besides it is witkout sex, it is full of love and 
pasion. 


■ Content 

Adequate attempt to address task. 

■ Accuracy 

Intrusive errors, some of which obscure 
communication. 

■ Range 

Over-ambitious, leading to errors. 

■ Organisation and cohesion 

Satisfactory. 

■ Appropriacy of register & format 

Reasonable composition style. 

■ Target reader 

Would be distracted by the number of errors. 

■ Marks awarded 

Band 2. 
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